Upcoming Events
Tuesday, September 29th, 2015
What's Been Happening at CRC... Jean Luc Bérubé, President of CRC
It has become an annual tradition that CRC Presidents kick-off our seasonal series
of lectures by updating our members of events at CRC over the past year. We are
pleased to continue that tradition with Jean Luc Bérubé presenting the latest
research news and site updates from CRC.
Please note that this first presentation will be held on Tuesday, September 29th,
and not on our customary Thursday date to accommodate Jean Luc's busy
schedule, and will be held in the main cafeteria.

Shirleys Bay Campus, June 2015

CRC Image 11-7381a

John Brebner, Image 15-8527a

________________________________________________________________________________________
October 29th, 2015
Ken Gibson will discuss Canada's involvement with the H.A.R.P gun for space launches. Ken was manager of the
project in Barbados between 1964 and 1967. Should be interesting!
________________________________________________________________________________________
All events are in the Private Dining Room, Bldg. 4 at 1300 hrs unless otherwise noted.
Renovations to the CRC Auditorium are not expected to be completed before 2016.
Friends and spouses, Shirleys Bay staff are all welcome, but please be advised of current security requirements on Page 6.
Please join the Friends for lunch before the presentation in the Shirleys Bay Cafeteria, Bldg. 4!
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Upcoming Events, continued
November, 2015
●

Handover of F.T. Davies Papers to the Canada Museum of Science and Technology
Date to be announced

________________________________________________________________________________________

Obituaries
Peter Lusick

Cornelius (Casey) Van Oirschot

Ed Fuchs

Obituary...
CRC Image 71-22212

Joe Hopkins

Ed worked many years for
Computing Devices of Canada;
National Research Council, Shirleys
Bay, and Telesat Canada where he
was Chief Satellite Controller.

Casey was a familiar face in the old
computing centre in Bldg. 76 in the
1970's and 1980's. He was a
dedicated member of the Friends of
CRC executive for many years, and an
enthusiastic volunteer when
promoting our social events.

Obituary...

Many of our older members will recall Joe Hopkins,
who worked in Instrument Services for many years.
There wasn't a staffer's personal hi-fi amplifier that
he couldn't repair!
Left: CRC Image 66-11666
Joe Hopkins

Flora MacDonald

Right: CRC Image 75-32112
Casey Van Oirschot

1926 - 2015

Flora MacDonald was Minister of Communications from 1986 through 1988 in the Mulroney government, and was one
of CRC staunchest supporters. She enjoyed visiting CRC, and took a keen interest in our communications research.

CRC Image 87-24553: Flora MacDonald poses with CRC's first Emmy Award; l to r:
Graham Booth, Bob Bibby, Ron Barrington, Doris Jelly, Flora MacDonald, Wil Threinen,
Gilles St. Amand and Peter Townsend.

CRC Image 86-19556: Bert Blevis, Flora
MacDonald and Bob Kuley examine CRCdeveloped micro-circuitry.

Billowes' Rant

Television Commercials
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I make a fetish of never watching advertisements on TV. With the use of a PVR I can fast
forward them, or if I am watching live TV, jump to a recorded program while the ads are
playing. I'm a master at multi-tasking TV!
Recently, it seemed to me that one ad break on a popular specialty channel went on forever
so I recorded and analyzed it. It lasted 5 minutes and 8 seconds and contained nine
commercials, of which three were program promos.

Colin Billowes

The CRTC limits advertisements to 12 minutes an hour, excluding public service
announcements and program promos so I presume that the channel was compliant over the
whole hour ( I've got better things to do than sit timing those ad breaks).

However, it seems to me that the regulations might also address the question of the maximum length of the break.
One thing that puzzles me about this is why the advertisers accept this type of thing. They presumably pay good
money for the commercials yet I doubt they get much attention if their ad is buried in nine items over five minutes.
No wonder the social networks are doing so well.
Recently, I wanted to get my cable TV bill back to the $138 it was last fall. For three consecutive months, I called the
supplier and negotiated a reduction in services and some discounts which would allegedly cut my bill to my target.
For those months the bill still came in at over $200. So I had had enough and I switched to the other guy. After the
new service was installed, I called the former supplier and canceled my services. They asked me why and when I told
them, they promptly offered me the same package at my target price - “too late”, I told them. So are you getting the
best price?
Next year we are going to see the introduction of personalized TV packages which will allow us to select the channels
we want and purchase them individually. I'm looking forward to this and have already identified the 16 or so
channels I watch on a regular basis. However I am apprehensive about the absence of price regulation which the
CRTC dropped some years ago. My paranoia tells me that there is a good chance I will find the cost of my selection
unacceptable. I bet the TV companies try to get their pound of flesh.
It is my opinion that the deregulation of charges for telecommunications was a dreadful mistake by the CRTC.
While on this subject I cannot miss the opportunity to note the progress made on
satellite receivers since the 70s and 80s when I last worked on them. Many of you
will remember that the best we could do then was a 6 foot dish capable of
receiving one 36 MHz analogue TV channel that used up a whole transponder.
What they do today is truly amazing, all built on our pioneering work of that era –
the Shirleys Bay community has left a proud legacy!
Colin welcomes your comments!
Satellite antennas at Bldg. 46, CRC Image 05-4878
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Memories of Churchill

Charles Batstone
“… 5-4-3-2-1 … we have lift off.” Not something that most kids visiting their father
at work would hear their dad say, but, I did on many occasions. The 1960's in Fort
Churchill, Manitoba was a very exciting period that has passed on everlasting
memories for a few, and has added a mark forever on the frozen tundra in Canadian
history.
In 1988 the Fort Churchill Research Range, the place I knew as my father’s
workplace, was recognized by the National Historic Sites of Canada.

Lynn Batstone, Charles Batstone Image

Below: Churchill Rocket Range, Charles Batstone Images

It is a difficult task to write details about my “life” in
Churchill, as these memories were shaped by the age of
five. My few vague memories of the Research Range
itself include the smells of the rocket fuel and the work
bays, men in white shirts and black horned rimmed
glasses and believe it or not, a water dispenser. I
remember counting down and pushing buttons, for what I
believed at the time, a launch… however most likely,
looking back, probably not! But just maybe it really was!
While most kids only experienced birthday balloons once a year;
in the early summers I was out at the airport watching the
weather balloons being prepared and sent off to the edge of
space. Until mid-August, the Churchill weather conditions were
favorable for float-plane landings which made the recovery of
the huge stratospheric balloons possible. This short launchwindow ended when the stratospheric winds changed direction,
causing the balloons to move east.

Left: preparations for Black Brant
launch; CRC image 63-7390

Stratospheric balloons were amazing, but nothing when compared to the
thunderous blast of a Black Brant or an Aerobee rocket following that always
exciting countdown. Even as a child, it fascinated me. These rockets made a
brief presence in the stratosphere and collected meteorological data used to
test theories and help understand more about particles, neutrons, galactic
cosmic rays and I was sure at times, “unknown payloads for unknown things”.
All this in a short arc, then before falling back to earth and waiting to be picked
up to reveal their new found data.
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Memories of Churchill (continued)
The rocket recovery operation was more challenging than it would be
today, as there were no modern GPS systems. If I remember
correctly, the potential landing point of each rocket was
mathematically calculated, and then in a low flying helicopter, a
visual search was conducted. I recall a very simple chopper with a big
glass windscreen. In my memory , it looked like something from the
TV series, M.A.S.H. Flying over the barren tundra, to the calculated
rocket landing point, the rocket recovery operation was at times
sidetracked when the pilot decided to chase polar bears for fun!
Charles Batstone Image

The Churchill Research Range was
built by the Canadian Army in the
1950's. It was closed and reopened
several times and in the summer of
1959 was reopened once again by
the American Army. In June 1970
the range was taken over by the
Canadian National Research Council
and the Canadian Upper
Atmosphere Research Program.
Left: Aerial view of the Churchill Range, 1963;
CRC Image 63-7394

The range was used on-and-off during the 1970s and 1980s. In 1988 the Churchill Rocket Research Range was
designated a national historic site for its contribution to upper atmosphere research as a well reputed,
internationally recognized, sounding rocket facility.
My father, Lynn Batstone, was the Superintendent/Test Conductor in the Churchill Research Range in the late 1960s.
My name is Charles, son of Lynn and Ann Batstone. Although my family left Churchill when I was young, the
everlasting impression of these exciting times; when rockets and space were thriving, have stayed with me for over
40 years. The Churchill Research Range is forever, more than just a historical place.

Charles would be happy to hear from anyone who remembers his father Lynn. You may contact Charles at:
charlesbatstone@hotmail.com

The Friends of CRC thank Charles for his reminiscences and photographs!
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Message From T he Chair
Another summer has passed by all too quickly! Your Board met in August to discuss our schedule of lectures,
events and field trips. We are certain that there will be something of interest for everyone in our 2015 - 2016
program!
Renovations continue in Building 2, so that our CRC presentations for the remainder of 2015 will be held in the
Private Dining Room in Building 4.
If you have a short article that you think might be of interest to our members, please send it along! Longer articles
are still being added to our web-pages, a project that is still very much in progress! Would someone pen a story
about the history of opto-electronic research at CRC? Or HD/3-D television? We're not just about Alouette!
If there is anyone who might appreciate our monthly newsletters... please let us know! Membership is open to
anyone with an interest in Shirleys Bay and Canadian telecommunications history, and joining our mailing list is as
simple as sending us an email!
Visitor Access
Please remember that we need to provide a Visitor Clearance Request (VCR) short-list of members who plan to
attend any CRC events.
Accordingly, if you plan to attend the September 29th lecture, you must notify Andre Kennedy of your intention to
do so by September 25th.
If you do not state your intention to attend in advance, you will be denied access to CRC at the Reception Centre.
Please contact our Badge and Access Coordinator Andre Kennedy for details and action.

Contact us...
Chair, Archivist, Newsletter:

John Brebner

john.brebner@brebner.com

613-731-6220

Secretary:

Neville Reed

nev_reed@yahoo.ca

613-596-1434

Membership:

Seymour Shlien

fy733@ncf.ca

613-722-1296

Badges and Access:

Andre Kennedy

aek@storm.ca

613-829-9697

Website:

friendsofcrc.ca

email:

Face book Page:

https://www.facebook.com/CRCFriends?ref=stream

Mailing Address:

Friends of CRC, 3701 Carling Avenue, P.O. Box 11490, Stn. H, Ottawa, ON K2H 8S2

info@friendsofcrc.ca

Phone: 613-990-6673

