Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 26th , 2015, 1300 hrs, in the CRC Private Dining Room
Decommissioning of the Algonquin Radio Observatory Solar Array
The Algonquin Radio Observatory, begun in 1959, and operated by the National Research
Council for many years, has undergone a series of metamorphoses during the past decades.
Ralph Cameron will talk about the events leading up to and including the decommissioning of
the solar array.

Ralph Cameron

This series of 32 10 ft (3 m) parabolic collectors
(right) was used to image portions of the sun's
surface using phased array techniques, that
provided a greater resolution than the larger single
antennas on site.

Ralph has been a frequent contributor to the Friends, most recently
helping as a guide during our 2014 Diefenbunker Tour, and sharing his
expertise with us at a spring presentation on the role of radio
communications within the Diefenbunker during the Cold War.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Friends of CRC Annual Christmas Luncheon
Friday, December 11th, 2015; 1130 - 1400
Location: Carlingwood Family Restaurant
2121 Carling Avenue (Carlingwood Mall); closest parking, Entrance No. 4
This year we've decided on a change of venue for our traditional turkey dinner. Our new location at the Carlingwood
Mall should make attendance more convenient for our Friends who live in the city's east end, or across the river.
It's also easily accessible by OC Transpo! We welcome all members, spouses and family at this annual event!
Enjoy a full meal, with soup or salad, main course and choice of desserts, tea or coffee. Price $25.00, plus tax and
15% gratuity. Refreshments available from 1100 hrs!
Please confirm your attendance by emailing Neville Reed, or by leaving a message on our office telephone at
613.990.6673.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Renovations to the CRC Auditorium are not expected to be completed before 2016.
Friends and spouses, Shirleys Bay staff are all welcome, but please be advised of current security requirements on Page 6.
Please join the Friends for lunch before the presentation in the Shirleys Bay Cafeteria, Bldg. 4!
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F.T. Davies Documents Transfer Event
Our long-awaited transfer of the F.T. Davies Documents to the
Canada Science and Technology Museum was a great success,
with almost 2000 documents and digitized images being
donated to the Museum at the November 5th event.
Below, top: Participants Brian Dewalt, Colin Franklin, Doris Jelly,
Jean Luc Bérubé, Michel Labrecque and John Brebner.
Below, bottom: Display materials; Doris Jelly, John Gilbert and
Michel Labrecque at display.

Image 15-2053

Right, top to bottom: Michel Labrecque addresses guests; Colin
Franklin, Dex Harrison, Doris Jelly and Michel Labrecque; Doris
Jelly with Brian Dewalt; John Brebner examines telegram from
Davies' participation in South Pole expedition.

Image 15-2058

Image 15-2054
Image 15-2046

Image 15-2056

Image 15-2061
Image 15-2055

Billowes' Rant
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Illogical and Misleading Websites
I like to think I am a pretty logical and fairly smart guy but I am beginning to question this. If
I am so smart, why is it that I find a large percentage of web sites so illogical, outright
misleading or wrong?

Colin Billowes

Recently, I decided to brush up on my Spanish (or rather start from scratch as my total
Spanish vocabulary amounts to about ten words) in anticipation of visiting a Spanish
speaking country soon. So I googled 'free Spanish lessons' and was duly presented with a
large number of sites offering free lessons. I tried a couple and soon found one which suited
me. In no time I was Hola-ing and Adios-ing like a native and I soon finished the first lesson.

On hitting the button to start Lesson 2, I was presented with a request that I pay for the rest of the course without
any prior indication that this was a commercial site. Indeed, it was clearly advertised as a free site.
My experience is that this type of sleazy, misleading, underhanded marketing is commonplace on the internet. I
don't care to remember how often this sort of thing takes place. It seems to me that the concept of business ethics
has gone down the sewer in this new age of on-line business. What I do now, when I get more extreme examples of
this type of marketing is to send them an email telling them I think their ethics are unacceptable and despicable and
that they should cease this type of misleading marketing. I know it has no effect at all but it makes me feel better.
Apart from the annoyance of suddenly being asked to pay for what was clearly described as a “free” course, I have
also wasted a half hour or more of whatever I have left of my life which I can ill-afford to spare.
In the same vein, I find that many websites are illogical or irrational. Frequently, I am dead-ended or left wondering
what to do next. It is not at all uncommon to reach a page which, no matter where you click, seems to have no exit –
except reverse. Recently, I tested a new website for a friend and after a number of pages of largely irrelevant and
badly written rubbish, was presented with a page containing one of those two dimensional bar charts (those things
in the form of a square filled with little black squares – don't know what they are called). (Ed's note: "QR Codes").
The instruction was “scan this”. Here am I sitting at a laptop and being asked to do something which, as far as I know,
neither my machine nor most other computers can do. I could not believe that the author did not pick up this
obvious dead-end. Nobody seems to test anything or write lucidly. I am thinking of starting a consultancy to edit and
correct websites – I thought I would call it “Lucid Lingo”. Trouble is that nobody seems to care about this sort of thing
anymore. This practice is commonplace and I wonder about the future of civilization if these are the people who are
going to be running it. Can you imagine what Roy Dohoo would have said?
I have developed a scathing disrespect for the whole software industry. If my car or any of my household appliances
ran as badly as most programs, I would toss them on the scrap heap.
Why are we letting them get away with it? Why do we accept inferior quality standards from the software industry
compared to what we demand from the rest of our possessions?
I wonder if we can survive this!

Colin welcomes your comments!
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Canadian Centennial Altitude Record
contributed by John A. Brebner

Among the many stories held in the recent collection of F.T. Davies
papers, was this one that caught my attention.
Did you know that DRTE played a central role in establishing an
aviation record near the end of Canada's Centennial Year?
On December 14th, 1967, R.C.A.F. Wing Commander R.A. (Bud) White
set a Canadian aircraft altitude record over Ottawa.
CF-104 Aircraft

Flying a modified CF-104 aircraft, White reached an altitude of 100,100
feet (over 30 km).

On the ground, project leader John Day with engineer Stu
McCormick and the new 30 ft antenna located at DRTE's Bldg.
46 played a vital role in tracking and verifying the aircraft's
position. They had spent several weeks in preparation of the
antenna for the record flight.
The antenna was configured to track a small beacon operating
at 4237.5 MHz, with slant range measurements accomplished
using a pulse transmission to the aircraft transponder, and the
subsequent range being determined by the round-trip time
delay.
John Day at the antenna control console, CRC Image 66-12194

After takeoff from Uplands, White flew west about 100 miles (160 km) west of Ottawa, then turned eastward (to take
advantage of the high altitude jet-stream), accelerating to over Mach 2.4 before pulling the stick back and going
nearly vertical. At 84,000 feet, White shut down the engine to prevent overheating, and described the experience as
being like "a fly riding on an artillery shell!"
Following that successful record attempt, John Day was quoted:
"Tracking the CF-104 was a real exercise for this 30 foot antenna. It was
pushed to the limit of its capability and it performed beautifully."
The DRTE data confirmed the Canadian altitude record, and was a fitting
conclusion to events during Canada's Centennial Year celebrations.
John A. Brebner, November 2015
Left: CRC Image 66-12151, the 30 ft antenna at Bldg. 46
Sources:

"Sentinel Magazine", March 1968
R.C.F.C.A's Information Bulletin, Issue 21, January 1968
Archival Materials, F.T. Davies Collection
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Correspondence
New Book Project on the History of Canada’s Space Program: Request for Interviews and Correspondence
Canadian historian and strategic analyst Andrew Godefroy is currently conducting research for a new book he is
writing on the history of Canada’s space program. The author of ‘Defence & Discovery: Canada’s Military Space
Program, 1945-1974' (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2011), Godefroy’s latest project seeks to
produce a more general history of Canada’s entire space program from the postwar Black Brant rocket project to
the modern day Canadian missions to the International Space Station.
The book, which will be published by Springer Books in 2017, provides a tremendous opportunity to describe in
detail Canada’s pioneering days in rocketry and the exploration of outer space.
The author is currently undertaking research and interviews and would be pleased to hear
from anyone involved in Canada’s early space program.
He is particularly interested in speaking with anyone who either knew or worked
with Albert Fia, Donald C. Rose, or John H. Chapman. Andrew can be reached at:
andrew.godefroy@mac.com.

Andrew Godefroy

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration of this request.

Obituary: Larry Clarke 1925-2015
Larry Clarke was a frequent visitor to Shirleys Bay, and especially to the David Florida
Laboratory during the years of integration and qualification of the robotic arm designed for
the space shuttle, a signature project that saw the Canadian flag front-and-centre on the
many photographs publicizing the success of Spar Aerospace's Canadarm.
Read full obituary...

Below: Canadarm deploying
Hubble Space Telescope; NASA Image

Above, CRC Image 80-0510; Opening of the DFL Extension, 1980; l to r:
Department of Communications DM Pierre Juneau, Minister Francis Fox,
ADM Space Alex Currans and SPAR CEO Larry Clarke examine a model of
the CTS/HERMES spacecraft.
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Message From T he Chair
Thanks to all for the success of the F.T Davies documents transfer event. Preserving Canadian communications
history is the major part of the mandate of the Friends of CRC, and your Board and I were pleased at the response
from the Museum to our donation of the F.T. Davies papers. The attendance of CRC President Jean Luc Bérubé, as
well as by a visit by Mr. Alex Benay, CEO, Canada Science and Technology Museums Corporation encouraged us
that our efforts are both worthwhile and appreciated.
_______________________________________________________
We have made a change in our venue for our Christmas luncheon to the Carlingwood Family Restaurant. This more
central location should be convenient for our city and Québec members.
I look forward to joining with as many of you as possible in libations and lunch for our 2015 year-end social event
on Friday, December 11th to celebrate the season.
John A. Brebner
Visitor Access to CRC
Please remember that we need to provide a Visitor Clearance Request (VCR) short-list of members who plan to
attend any CRC events.
Accordingly, if you plan to attend the November 26th lecture, you must notify Andre Kennedy of your intention to
do so by November 23rd.
If you do not state your intention to attend in advance, you will be denied access to CRC at the Reception Centre.
Please contact our Badge and Access Coordinator Andre Kennedy for details and action.

Contact us...
Chair, Archivist, Newsletter:

John Brebner

john.brebner@brebner.com

613.731.6220

Secretary:

Neville Reed

nev_reed@yahoo.ca

613.596.1434

Membership:

Seymour Shlien

fy733@ncf.ca

613.722.1296

Badges and Access:

Andre Kennedy

aek@storm.ca

613.829.9697

Website:

friendsofcrc.ca

email:

Facebook Page:

facebook.com/CRCFriends

Mailing Address:

Friends of CRC, 3701 Carling Avenue, P.O. Box 11490, Stn. H, Ottawa, ON K2H 8S2

info@friendsofcrc.ca

Phone: 613.990.6673

