Upcoming Events
March 31st, 2016

1300 hrs

Private Dining Room, CRC

Democratizing the Provision of Earth Observation Data (the UrtheCast Story)

Mac Evans

UrtheCast is an international technology company that is developing the world’s first Earth video
platform, with data captured from space in full color. UrtheCast has built, launched, installed, and
now operates two Earth Observation (EO) cameras aboard the International Space Station. Video
and imagery data captured by these cameras — one Ultra HD video camera, Iris, and one
medium-resolution camera, Theia — is down-linked to ground stations across the planet and
distributed directly to partners and customers, or displayed on the UrtheCast web platform.
Mac Evans

Postponed Until Fall 2016

This year, UrtheCast also announced plans to develop the world's first commercial optical+SAR EO constellation,
slated to be deployed in 2019 and 2020. In combination with UrtheCast’s suite of cameras aboard the ISS, and its two
recently purchased EO satellites, Deimos-1 and Deimos-2, the UrtheCast Constellation will help the company realize
its vision of democratizing the view of Earth from space.
To make these powerful resources more accessible and user-friendly, UrtheCast’s intuitive web-based platform will
harness the cloud to provide access to camera tasking, data archives, analytics, and specialized EO applications. By
opening up access to its deep trove of EO data, UrtheCast will allow organizations and individuals alike to monitor the
environment, manage humanitarian relief efforts, organize social events, manage natural resources, and much more.
Mr. Evans holds a BSc in Electrical Engineering from Queen’s University in Kingston (1964) and a MSc in Electrical
Engineering from the University of Birmingham in England. In 2014 he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from
Queen’s.
Mr. Evans began his 30 year Canadian Space Program career in 1967 at the Defence Research Telecommunications
Establishment at Shirleys Bay. He subsequently worked in the Department of Communications, the Ministry of State
for Science and Technology and the Canadian Space Agency. His accomplishments include: obtaining $3 billion for the
Canadian Space Program; negotiation of Canada’s participation in the International Space Station; and the proposal
for the creation of the Canadian Space Agency (CSA). In 1989 he became Vice-President of the CSA responsible for
Canada’s contribution to the International Space Station, the RADARSAT Program, and the Canadian Astronaut
Program. In 1994 he was appointed President of the Canadian Space Agency, a position he held for seven years until
his retirement in 2001.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
All events are in the Private Dining Room, Bldg. 4 at 1300 hrs unless otherwise noted.
Renovations to Bldg. 2 are not expected to be completed before Summer 2016.
Friends and spouses, Shirleys Bay staff are all welcome, but please be advised of updated security requirements on Page 5.
Join the Friends for lunch before the presentation in the Shirleys Bay Cafeteria, Bldg. 4!
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Upcoming Events
Friends of CRC Spring Luncheon

Date and time: Thursday, April 14th, 2016; 1130 - 1400
Location:

Carlingwood Family Restaurant
2221 Carling Avenue (Carlingwood Mall); closest parking, Entrance No. 4

Menu:

Option 1:
Soup or Salad
Roast Beef , (au jus, mashed potatoes and vegetables)
Option 2:
Soup (option)
Greek (or garden) Salad with Chicken (vinaigrette dressing)
Dessert (cherry pie or tiramisu), coffee and tea included for both options

Cost:

$25.00 plus gratuities and tax
Please confirm your attendance by emailing Neville Reed, or by leaving a message on our office
telephone at 613.990.6673.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

April 28th, 2016

Speaker: Michel Labrecque from the Canada Science and Technology Museum
The Friends of CRC Annual General Meeting will follow Michel's presentation.
Here's your chance to let us know what we might undertake for Canada's 150th
birthday in 2017!

_______________________________________________________________________________________

May 26th, 2016

Friends of CRC Field Trip... destination details to follow!
An informal lunch at a location
near our destination will be held in advance of the visit.
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Billowes' Rant

Water, Water, Everywhere...

Colin Billowes

Having lived and worked in countries with severe water shortages, I am perplexed at the
average Canadian's attitude to water We are a country with about 25% of the world's
supply of fresh water, 100% renewable, yet at the slightest suggestion that we might export
a litre or two and make some money, a significant percentage of the population goes nuts
and vigorously opposes it. This is in spite of the fact that we flush most of our massive
surplus into the sea. Yet when it comes to non-renewable resources, nobody seems to care
a fig that we dig it out and export it as fast as we can.

Many years ago, when California was looking for more water, someone applied for
and got a permit to park a tanker under a waterfall into the sea in BC and ship the
stuff south. When this news became public, the poor guy had his permit canceled;
yet the water was milliseconds from being dumped in the ocean.
Another poor unfortunate entrepreneur got a permit to take 600 million litres of
water a year out of Lake Superior and export it somewhere. He suffered the same
fate when the news became public. I took the trouble to calculate what this
amount of water meant to the level of the lake and was astonished to find that it
represented about the thickness of a sheet of paper – and this from a lake which
loses over 60 cm each year through evaporation.
I don't think our attitude is rational. We could easily export more water than is
demanded without doing any measurable harm to our own supplies. It might even
help to replace our oil revenues.
West Lake sunset, Prince Edward County; © John Brebner, 15-1965

At the micro level, I chuckled at the bottled water business which has managed to lever the average price of water
above that of gasoline – I have to admire them for that. Not being a bottled water user, it doesn't affect me but it
does serve to illustrate some of the myths about water. The one I found most amusing was when there was a
rumour that it was dangerous to refill the plastic bottles because the plastic contained a dangerous chemical which
could be dissolved into the water. You have to admire the PR guy in the bottling industry who came up with that
one!
So while we are generally a pretty rational people, I think we have an irrational fear of running out of water – try
living in the deserts of the Middle East as I did – then you'll see a genuine concern for water. We've got so much,
that prudent harvesting should be encouraged.

Colin Billowes
As always, Colin welcomes your comments!
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From the Image Archives... 20th Anniversary DOC Group Images
Another set of DOC 20th Anniversary group photographs from 1989. I'm sure you'll recognize a few familiar faces
here!
(Please click on any image to download a full-size version)

CRC Image 89-0749, Plant Engineering
CRC Image 89-0685, DINFO

CRC Image 89-0773, Instrument Services

CRC Image 89-0770, DCAT

CRC Image 89-0787, Creative Services

CRC Image 89-0780, Model Shop
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Did You Know?
NASA Astronaut Scott Kelly, who recently returned from space gave a presentation with fellow NASA astronauts from
Mission STS-118 at CRC in 2007. The DRTE/CRC has hosted many public figures during its 50 year history. Stay tuned
for more!
Far left: NASA Image
Centre: CRC Image
07-7368.
Presentation with
Shabeer Ahmed.
Right: CRC Image:
07-7352

V isitor Access
Please remember that we need to provide a Visitor Clearance Request (VCR) short-list of members who plan to attend
any CRC events.
Accordingly, if you plan to attend the February 25th lecture, you must notify Andre Kennedy of your intention to do so
by March 28th .
If you do not state your intention to attend in advance, you will be denied access to CRC at the Reception Centre.
Please contact our Badge and Access Coordinator Andre Kennedy for details and action. If you would like to be
automatically included for access to any upcoming talks, please let Andre know.

Contact us...
Chair, Archivist, Newsletter:

John Brebner

john.brebner@pollymoth.com

613.731.6220

Secretary:

Neville Reed

nev_reed@yahoo.ca

613.596.1434

Membership:

Seymour Shlien

fy733@ncf.ca

613.722.1296

Badges and Access:

Andre Kennedy

aek@storm.ca

613.829.9697

Talks and Special Events:

Arto Chubukjian

arto.cp@gmail.com

613.257.4493

Website:

friendsofcrc.ca

info@friendsofcrc.ca

613.990.6673

Face book Page:

facebook.com/CRCFriends

Mailing Address:

Friends of CRC, 3701 Carling Avenue, P.O. Box 11490, Stn. H, Ottawa, ON K2H 8S2

